SOME REMARKS ON THE DRESS OF THE
‘ABBASID CALIPHS IN EGYPT °

HE ‘ Abbasid caliphs in Egypt, on the whole, lived in the shadow of
the Mamlik sultans! and attracted neither the attention of those
medizval Oriental artists who depicted court scenes,? nor that of

the European painters who managed to sketch some of the official recep-
tions.?> They were too highly placed to serve as models for illustrations of
the books deahng with military exercises (furiisiyya),* nor was there any
reason to show them and their court when illuminating the texts of those
books which used to be most illustrated in the Mamlik realm, viz.,

Kalila wa-Dimna, the Maqgdmdt of al-Hariri, and al-Jazari’s famous
technical handbook on automata ® We are thus deprived of any Oriental

or Occidental representation of their costumes and have to visualise them
through the muist of literary sources only.

1. Besides the fact that Mamlik sultins were powerful enough to appoint or dismiss éaliphs at will,
and often did so, the caliph sometimes appeared, as Suyiti puts it, as if he were merely an amir in the
sultin’s service (Ta'rikh ul- Khulafa, Cairo, 1305, p. 164, 1. 17 f.). In 726 A.H., during Ibn-Battata's
visit to Mecca, several contemporary rulers were mentioned in the khutba, first among them being the
Egyptian sultin Muhammad b. Qaladn, but there is no mention of any caliph (ed. Defrémery et
Sanguinetti, I, p. 378).

2. To quote only two extremes : cf. such miniatures as the frontispiece of the Viennese Hariri (A.F. g)
or Pseudo-Galen (A.F.10) reproduced by Arnold and Grohmann, The Islamic Book, pls. 43 and 31 resp.
or those of Master Osman, first published by Tahsin Oz, ‘ Hiinernamé. Tome I’ (in Journal of the
Palestine Oriental Society, XVIII, 1938, p. 167 ff., pl. XXIV).

3. I am referring to the sources of such collections of portraits as those of Paulus Jovius, Theodore de
Bry, or Cesare Vecellio ; to drawings which must have circulated in‘ the ateliers of Venice and which found
their way into the paintings of Carpaccio, Mansuetti, and other contemporary Venetians ; to such original
painting as the so-called *‘ Reception of Domenico Trevisano ” (cf. Schéfer, ‘ Note sur un tableau du
Louvre, naguére attribué 4 Gentile Bellini in Gazette des Beaux-Arts, Vol. XIV, 1895, pp. 201-204 ;
Artin Pasha, Contribution a I'étude du blason en Orient, London, 1902, No. go bis, p. 120, fig. XIV; A. ]. B.
Wace and Muriel Clayton, ‘A tapestry at Powis Castle’ in Burlington Magazine, August 1938, pp. 65-69),

now in the Louvre Museum, at vanous tlmes attributed to various masters, but probably painted by
Lazzaro Bastiani.

4. Cf. Ritter, ‘La Parure des Cavaliers ' in Islam, XVIII 1929, p. 116 ff, S |
5. -L...--L‘” JJ—| 030 ¢ul-f
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The ‘ Abbasid caliphs in Egypt (1261-1517) continued the Baghdid
tradition, of wearing black,! which remained their distinctive colour and
an emblem (shi‘ar) of their following. In accordance with their position as
spiritual rather than temporal rulers they mostly wore ecclesiastical garb.
The caliphs’ headgear consisted of a fine round turban with a trailing
end-piece (rafraf) at the back, about two feet long and one foot wide
reaching from the top to the bottom of the turban. They wore a tight-
sleeved coat (qabd’) over which was a tight-sleeved kamiliyya (overcoat)
with a vent in the middle of the back, from the hem upwards.2 We have
several descriptions of their clothes, mainly of those worn during their
investiture® or on ceremonial occasions. Thus, for example, the caliph
al-Mustakfi-billah watched the battle of Shaghab in the company of the
sultan Muhammad b. Qaldtn wearing a truban with a long trailing end,
carrying a richly ornamented sword across the shoulder of his black dress,*
but for his 1nvestiture the same caliph received a black robe of honour
(khil’a) and black head shawl (tarha).® During the coronation of sultin
Faraj, the caliph received a black robe of honour, and a black embroidered
turban, over which was worn a black embroidered head shawl (tarha).®
During his first public procession on the first Ramadan 914, when present-
ing his wishes for the new month to sultan Qansth al-Ghauri,? the
caliph Muhammad al-Mutawakkil-‘ ala-allah b. Ya‘qab wore an ‘‘mdma
baghdadiyya,® that 1s a small turban with one or two trailing ends as
mentioned before. Occasionally we read that the caliph’s clothes were
not entirely black. Thus, e.g., at the coronation of al-Malik al-Mansir
Abi-Bakr b. Muhammad b. Qaladn (22nd Muharram 742), the caliph

iy

1. Hence the general expression sawdd for the Caliphal black costume, cf., e.g., Tabari, III, ser. p. 1012,
1. 15 ; Magqrizi, Khitat, I, p. 242, 1. 25, 33; idem, Sulik, ed. M. Ziada, I, p. 477, l. 16, Suyiti, op.
laud., p. 192, 1.4, and often elsewhere ; for the followers of the ‘Abbasids in general Musawwida, cf.
Ibn Taghribirdi, an-Nujum az-Zdahira, Cairo, 1929, 1, pp. 302, 1. 2, 316, l. 16 ; cf. also Levy, ‘ Notes on
costume from Arabic sources’ in JRAS, 1935, p. 337.

2. Qalgaghandi, Subh al-A‘sha, 111, p. 280, 1. 5-7; Levy, op. laud., p. 332.

3. Too often dismissed with curt phrases, of which the following may be considered typical examples :

on al-Mu'tadid’s accession in 753 A.H.: 4 | Wb alo d=1-| (Ibn-Taghribirdi, an-Nujtim az-Zdhira,
ed. Poppér, V, p. 133, 1. 2/3); or on al-Mutawakkil’s, in Jumada, I, 791 ; « ol Syl b da‘-\
(Ibn-ul-Furat, Ta'rikh, ed. Zurayk, IX, p. 69, 1. 10 f.) ; or on al-Mustakfi's, in 845 A.H.: & &I ‘_,.._Jl

(Sakhawi, al-Tibr al-Masubiik. p. 13, 1. 20 f.) ; or on al-Mutawakkil's 1n Sha'ban 914:.;“ \,,‘m‘-\ e
Sladd u":" N T -1 (Ibn-lyas, Badd'i'uz-Zuhiir, ed. Kahle and Mustafa, IV, p. 140, 1. 15-18).
4. Khitat, 11, p. 242, 1. 33. o
5. Yianini, Top Kapu Saray Muzesi Library, No. 2907 E, Vol. 1I, fo. 215v. : 3 #15 gw W] dalsm
» |-’ﬁ_,~v ‘.4’-) . ‘

6. Qalqgaghandt, op. laud., III, p. 281, 1. ¢ {.

7 Ibn"IyaS, IV, P 143, 1. 6.
8. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Bakri as-Siddiqi, at-Tuhfa al-Bahiyya (MS. Copenhagen, No. 8o,

Cat. No. CLVIIJ, fol. 8v: (dalb JI 4alaid| wldl),
6
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wore a green robe of honour (khil‘a), and over his turban (of unspecified
colour) a black shawl (farha) with white embroidery.! Similarly, in
Dhi’l-Hijja 920, the caliph riding to the right of the sultin, when the
latter entered Cairo on his return from Alexandria, wore an ‘imdma
baghdadiyya, a qabad’-coat of white wool with revers of green wool (bi-
mugallab siif akhdar).? But there were official occasions when the caliph
appeared 1n more modest attire. Thus, when homage was paid to the
caliph al-Musta‘in-billih in Damascus as sultidn, his robe of honour was
only a black overcoat, taken from the wardrobe of a Friday preacher of a
mosque near by.2 Under the Circassian sultans, when divested of his
caliphal robe, the caliph sometimes wore the clothes of the military
aristocracy of his day.? In 857 A.H., for instance, on the coronation of
‘Uthmin b. Jagmaq, the caliph received a satin coat with a pattern of
stripes or spots (atlas munammar),® a robe of honour which was offered,
at the same time, to the atabak,® and on various other occasions to other
officials of high mulitary rank. Similarly, in Sha‘ban 914, the caliph

a‘qub al-Mustamsik-billah on his abdication was presented with a white
woollen tunic (salldri) lined with sable fur (simmaur), chosen from amongst
the sultan’s own clothes.” On at least one occasion, the brother and the
nephews of the caliph were also honoured with amirial clothes.8

L. A. MAvYER.

1. Qalgaghandi, op. laud., I11, p. 280 1.13; Suyati, Husnul-Muhddara, ed. 1299, II, p. 77 1. 10 ff.
says that the embroidery was of gold. This wearing on very special occasions, of other colours by ‘Abbasid
calipﬁs is found in ‘Irdqg as well as, e.g., when Ma'miin entered Baghdad on the 15th Safar, 204, wearing
green and insisting on all loyal subjects wearing the same colour (although the decree was abrogated
a week later and black reinstalled), cf. Ibn Abi Tahir Taifar, Kitab Baghdad, Vol. 6, p. 2, 1.5; p. 3, 1. 2;
p. 4, 1l.2, 11-13; Tabari, IlI, ser., pp. 1012, |.15, 1037, I. 7-1038, 1.8; Ibn al-Athir, ed. Tornberg,
V1, p. 253, ll. 9-17; al-Kutubi, Fawdt al-Wafayat, Bilaq, 1299, I, p. 240, . 14 f.; ‘Ali Dede as-Sigetwiri
al- Bosnawi, Muhddarat al-Awd’il, 2nd ed. (on the title page wrongly called “ first ed. ’’), Cairo 1311, p.
128/9, and often elsewhere, cf. also Levy, op. laud. pp. 325, n. 10, 329, n. 9.

2. Ibn-Iyas, IV, pp. 418, 1. 16 f., 420, 1. 20.

3. Ibn-Taghribirdi, op. laud., VI, p. 305, 1. 2 1.

4. 1 venture to suggest that the robe of honour unfortunately merely mentioned but not described—
offered by sultan Barqiiq to the caliph Zakariyya' al-Mu'tagim-billih 43 | 4alst ,:"—Ll’-d:‘ﬁulhu | d,,

(Ibn-Taghribirdi, op. laud., V, p. 383, l. 1) belongs to the same class of military dress.
5. Munammar seems to me preferable to muthammar or mutammar.

6. Sakhawi, op. laud., p. 423, l. pu. The overcoat with bands of embroidered decoration, ; v 36 9

Q.‘.f ,3 which the caliph was offered ata subsequent ceremony, lc., p. 424, l. 12, is perhaps too

general a term to be quoted as a further instance.
2. Ibn-lyas, 1V, 140, 1. 14. S
8. Yunini, op. laud., fo. 215v. : The sultin al-Malik an-Nisir Muhammad b. QalaGn offered a regular

caliphal robe of honour to the new caliph al-Mustakfi-billah but s Y| &:-'- as| 3Yyl g 4l o é"
shkaEYL o ‘
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