MINARETS IN NORTH AFRICA AND SPAIN
BY
Dr. KAMAL EL-DIN SAMEH

After the couquest of Buypt, ‘Amr proceeded to invade
Barga and made peace with the inhabitants in A.D. 642, No
permaanent conquest was wade until 50 H. (670).

*Uqbn ibn Niifi* waseppointed over the Maghrib by Mu'iwiya,
so he invaded Ifriquiya and founded Quirawan. Date of comple-
tion of mosque of *Uqba at Qairawin as given by Baladhuri who
quoted Wagqidi, is given as 55 H. (674/5).

The present minaret of the great mosque at Qairawan
corresponds to that described by Al-Bakri and it was built by
order of the Khulif Hishaim, son of *Abd El-Malik, the Omeyyad
Khalif (103-9 H.) (724-727/8). This minaret is composed of
three receding storeys, all square, the first being 18-87 m, in
height; the second 5 m. and the third 730 m. The lowest storey
is about 10°60 m. square at the base and tepers slightly upwards.
Although these dimensions, mensured by Creswell, correspond
to those given by Al-Bakri, nevertheless, the first believes it
possible that the minaret really dates from Ziyidat-Alleh in 221
(836). In my opinion, the lower storey dates 105 (724) and
the upper two storeys of later dates 221 (836).

The minaret of Qairawin was inerely a continuation of
Syrian tradition and had no connection with the Pharos as
Thierseh () tried to prove.

Minarets in North Afvica were given the term * Sawma'a ™,
Another second awma'a in North Africa dating [[* century H.—

" H. Thiersch, Phuros, Leipaig-Berlin, 1909, pp. 12)-126.
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VIMIth century A.D.. was the minaret of the mosque of Zeituna
at Tunis, 7.e liefore its restoration in the X1Xth century. The
ancient reproductions (*) represent a syusre lower storey without
ornuments surmounted by an upper octaggonal one of smaller
section.  Round this upper storey, which appears as a collonaded
gallery, runs o plaform.  This upper storey is believed to have
been repaired in 1633,

*Abd Fl-Rahmin I, born in 113 (731), wus the founder of
thereigning dynasty of Andalusia. He was an Umayyad refugee
from Syria, and his entourage was mostly of Syrian origin,

It was ‘Abd El-Rehmén LIL (Al-Nasir), who erected a new
stone minaret at Cordove in 340 H. (951/2). It was of the square
type and bad two independent staircases, one in the eastern n.nc‘i
the other in the western half. The position of the minaret was
almost the snme as that at Damascus; except that the minaret at
Cordova is placed to the west of the corresponding axis, drawn
from the centre of the minaret to the centre of the transept, mstmd
of being imimediately to the east of it.

The minaret of Al-Nigir was severely damaged by the great
storm of 1389, The shoft of this minaret still exists inside the
lower part of the present Coinyanile (*).  Al-Idrisi (548 =1154)
gave n brief description of this minaret. It was considered as a
model for other following minarets built in Seville and Moroceo.

The manir of the mosque of tlie Ribat at Sdsa 206 H.
(821/2) stands nt the S.E. corner rests upon a small platform,
75 em. higher than the rest of the roof, Itis crowned by a small
square lantern. 1t probubly served a double purpose ; to give
the call to prayer andl to sound the fire alarm at night. The
Ribap was o sinall fortified burrucks huilt on the frontier of the
territory of Tslum and garrisoned by volunteers, Men attached
1o w RibEY wis ealled auribitin.

0 Reprod. K oL 0 EX 1 Kihinel, Manriselic Konst £V,
ot Nee Tereeae, A Hispano-Manresque, Pl N0-R2
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This suzgestion wonld be valid if the minavet of Stux can
be attributed tu the DBorbers of the Sanhujic period, presunubly
the Zirid branch. They ruled st Quirawhn, first as governors
for the Fitimids after the departure of Al-Mu'izz for Cairo in
362 H. and later a<un independent dynasty until (972) middle
of the 12th century. The minaret is cumpused of three storeys,
all sguure; of which the lowest is very massive and iz decorated
by bands of simple horizontal mouldings. At the top of thiy
storey is a dog-tooth moulding, then a base band and then two
[riezes, the tirst composed of shallow suucers and the second of &

tific inscription, the whole ¢rowned by nn open-work cresting.
Ahove this is a second storey. much less in height, crowned by
a similar frieze and cresting. The whale is surmounted by a
sguare lantern with a yointed Huted dome and a scallopped
arched openiug in the middle of each face. This upper storey
.has an engaged column at each corner.

The minnret of the Qal'a at Beni Hammad is considered as
the only Fatimid example still existing. [t was erected in 393
(1001) and dnmaged in 1152 by the Almobades (2). It is of the
form of n vertical square tower, The south fagade is divided
into three vertical divisions (strips); the central (livision is
wider than the laterals. The middle vertical strip is composed
of a vertical arched recess with an entrance at the bottom, sur-
mounted hy five arched recesses.. Each of the two flanking
strips i composed. of vertieal semi-circular elengated niche
surinoizted by two arched recesses decorated with cerumics of «
Mesopotamian intluence.

At Manwel A Masulman s Li\velinieture, Tooppe 162-8 und
Fig. 91

™ Saladin, Ball, arel.. 1903, p. 243 and the following jares: and
Miireaiv. (15 Manwel *Are Mu=nlman ¢ Paris 1926, p. 102
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In the period from XIth to X1TLth cencuries A.D.. [slamie
Spuin and the Berbers of North Africa were ruled by severl
Empires (). Al-Mangir, the minister succeeded tobe the founder
of @ new dyoasty called “Tuifas”. He wus followeid by the
* Abbadids of Seville 1042-1091 under the rule of Al-Mu‘tadid
and Al-Mutamid, Ihn Tachfin, afterwards succeeded to the
throne and founded the Almoravid's Empire. Moroceo was the
capital and Extreme Maghrib, central Maglirib up to the limits
of Algeris were governed by this dynasty. Also Islamic Spain
At the beginning of the 12th century was ruled by the Almora-
vids., A} Mahdi ibn Toumer succeeded to found the Almohade's
Empire end Tinmal was the capital.

Of the mosques belonging to this period which were con-
structed in Algeria ure the following:—

The great mosque al Algeria (*), to which a squure miuaret
was added during the XIVth century nt che N.E. corner.  The
grest mosque at ‘Tlemcen (*), huilt 530/1135 and had u syuare
minaret built 70 years after the construction of the mosque
proper (as considered by Margais, whereas dute is given bv
Qirtas as 548-1153 and constructed by "Abd Al-Mu'min).

During Almohede's Period, *Abd-Mu'min ordered the con-
struction of the minaret at Merrakesh ('), which was finished
by Ya'qub Al-Mang@r in the vear 1196. Tinmal's minnrec was
also built during Almoliade’s by ‘Abd Al-Mu’min in 548 (1153)
and at the same time he ordered the coustruction of the umosque
at Taza which reuched its presenr form dorving the 13th century.

() Muwreais, G Manuel I Xrr Masulman Vol T Pariz 1926, Chuge [V
. 208,

1) Mareaise Manek, jo 304, plan Big. 3a0 . 307,
Y Wooer G Maredis, Los Monmmionte Aralis 5 T
pre 10~ and Maveuis, Matioeq o 313,

4 The tivst Rutabiva ar M b eonstiioren by €Ahd FI1-M min
wiis desteavied and e ordored Ty pdanlid e seeaid minare wlicl @ as
[RELT IR AR WPRTTHNR A s PR § R
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The minaret of the mowque at Tinmal (') was a tower of &
rectungular form measuring (9°50 m. X 550 m.) rising behind
thie mihrab.

The works of Ya'gab Al-Maugiir us we are told by
Al-Qirts (3 (date is given as 1195 nand corrected in Al-Tstibgae
to 11:6) :—

1. Mosque of Hassan with its minaret at Rabat.
3. Al Qngaba at Merrakesh.
3. Giralda at Seville.

4. Al-Kutubiysh at Merrakesh (which began during the
time of ‘Abd Al-Mu'min).

Although the minarets of these mosques were built by the
same prince, yet they differed in decoration, The minaret of .
mosque of Hasean at Rabdt is of the form of a equare tower
standing in the middle of the N.W. fagade, lapping (3) on the
outer north-western wall,

Most of the minarets of N. Africa have gota lantern at their |
sumits called * Azri”. The minaret of Qarawiyin isan excap-
tion: it has no lantern. It is also noticed that the proportious
of height to width is 4 times in nearly all these minarets, only
the Kutubiyu at Merrakesh (‘) is 5 times and so appenred elegunt
and tall minaret.

(") Cf. H. Basset ot H, Terrusse, Tinmal (Sanctunires vt Forterasses
Almohades), ap. Hesprris, 1924, pp 991 and Marcuis, Munvel Fie, 150,
1. 825,

) Qirvis, ed. Tornberg, p. 179, in. fine, [Lunnée 303 conmionee
25 Novembre 1196, Sur cotte chironologie. ¢f. Henri Risset ot Terrusse,
le Minaret de Ta Kotoubiya], ap- Ilesperis, 1925,

() Harcuis, Manuel plan Fig. 182, p. 330, the minnrer Fio. 15
1332 and e 325 and Qirtls, ¢h lnrnheru Ft~Colonel Dienlafny. 13
mosquon I Tlasan, g Memoires de UAcademie des inse, vt b Tovtes
XL pipa 167-315.

vt Mareui~c Munuel, . 334,
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The minaret of Hisean is buile of regnlar r:ou_lﬂ_(‘)l' stone
whil. the mesque sl <ivibe is conatmieted in neickwork,  This
Fie pnaret is thitswesof the enthedea) now éallea = The Giralda™,
T fase of the (Qugbw =t Merrakesh is of ahile mnsoney with
aires 1 brivkwork, while the upper part surmounting the base
i~ srickwork.

Mot of the mivarets of North Afriew are decorated with
jezinged network design ealled =~ Derj or Kref *(*) surmounted
byt lorizontal friese of coloured mosaies.

A sevies of mindrets were built at Fez and Northern part
ul Moroceo.  They wre well deseribed by Boris Maslow. OF these
musgties was the great mosque at Taza (*), founded by the Almo-
hade *Abd Al-Mu'min (1152-1163) and enlarged by the Merinide
Abu Yo'qib and restored by Abu 'Inin. It is considered as the
best eximple in North of Morocco after Al-Qarawiyin. It isalso
of a square tower form, slightly tapering at its top ending with
a crenellation. Ahove this huge tower is another [smaller one
serving a8 lantern, ended also with crestings and capped by a
shallow dome. Thix lantern has an arched opening.

The great mosque at Fez (%), founded by Al-Amir Abu
Yaut (674 H.—1375 A.D.). The square minaret is placed at
the: 8.W. angle of the edifice. Enstern and western faces of
minaret are decorated with lozenged network (Derj ou Ktef &
double Boujnt). The South face is decorated with a rectangular
punel with interlacinga of simple * Derj or Ktef ' supported by
two lobed arches. Also the northern face is decorated the same
(Pl XXIIL, phot. 47, Boris Maslow).

() Borir Muslow, Les Mosquées de Feic ot du Nord du Maroc:
{ Belgique 1931y,

(*) Plan ¥, 5, p. 18 (Mosqoée Almobinde) and Fix. 6 plan de lu
Juna® Kbir de Tuza (Mosquée Mérinide).

() Boris Maslow, p. 38, Figs: 12, 13, pp, 4849,
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Other examples of minarets of the sume forin are found in
the Jama" Humra ('), Jama’ ez-Zhar (*) (759 H.—1357 A. D.),
Jama' Chrabliyin (*) at Fez (Merinide X1V) and restored by
Monlay Slimin (1792-1823).

The just mentioned types of minarets represent the most
decorated and embellished with deeply shnded network of =quared
and Jozenged decorations and also with senllopped and horse-shoe
arches. More rocent minavets are found in severnl towns of
Morocco, Fez, Tetouan, Tanger, etc.

The type found in Algeria is represented by that of Tlemcen
and other minarets, dated X1II-XIV A.D. They are embellished
with bold decoration of network in relief. A Moorish aspect is
found also in the minaret of the great mosque of Al-Manglira
erected by a Merinide (701-1302).

So the square form of minarets was the predominating type
in 8]l western countries of North Africa and Andalusia. Later
on,at XVIA.D., an octagonal tower appeared This is considered
by Saludin as a result of Hanafite influence.

(%) Boris Maslow Nigs. 17, 18, pp. 60-61.
(% Borvis Maslow p. 70, Pl XXXII, p. 65 and Fip 23,
. 71 Pl XXXIIT,
*) Borix Muslow Pl XXXIV. Figs. 6% and 69 (p. 78, Fig. 26).
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Fra. 5.—Minaret of Qal'a
of Beni-Haummad
(From Margais)



Fic. 6.—TLEMCEN : The ‘Minaret.



Fie. 7.—RABAT; Minuret of Hossan,
North Face. (Murcais)
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Fie, 12.—FEZ: Minaret of the Great
Mosque (Boris Maslow).
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Pia. 13.—FEZ: Minaret of Mosque of
Tfuomea (Boris Masfow),
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