SOME PERSIAN LUSTRE CERAMICS
IN
Dr. ALI PASHA IBRAHIM’S COLLECTION

LY
Dr. ZAKY M. HASSAN

Om January 28, 1947, Dr. Aly Pasha lbrahim died at his
(fairo home, at the age of sixty-seven. He was the leading
surgeon in Bgypt and was the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
then Minister of Public Health, and finally Rector of Fouad 1
["niversity and was still holding this funection when he died.

During the last forty years of his life, he was collecting
works of Muslim Art, particularly carpets and ceramies. His
collection of Oriental rugs, especially Persian and Turkish is the
best in Kgypt. And, indeed, it is one of the best in the whole
world, The Ottoman Turkish style of Muslim Art is splendidly
represented, in Dr. Ali Pasha Ibrahim’s private museum, by a con-
siderable number of panels of tiles and tens of dishes, dating from
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, His museum includes
also a very fine collection of Persian ceramics from the ninth to
the seventeenth century. Most of the different periods and
technigques are represented in this collection and sometimes
hy pieces, which have acquired a wide reputation in the world
of Muslim Art. '

The collection of Fatimid lustre ware in Dr. Ali Pasha
[brahim’s museum is remarkable, because of the signed pieces
which it contains proving that this ware was produced in Egypt
by Egyptian artists.

The Fouad I University decided to publish a comprehensive
study of Al Pasha Ibrahim’s collections The present article
contains few items of the Persian lustre ware.
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1

Bowl.— White ground decorated with gold lustre. A seated
figure with a pointed cap is playing a guitar : densely stippled
hackground of gold flecks.  On the reverse cireles separated by
stylized branches,

Iran (Rayy), IX century

Inv. No, | [n 228 em.
H. 93 em.

Pub.: M. Pezanp : Lo Céramique archaique de Ulslam, PL 117,

(g, Viesien : Catalogue de 'Exposition d"Art Oriental, Paris 1325.
No. 729, Pl 18.

Collection René Pottier, Pl 9. :

Korourix uxp Migrox : Islamische Kunstwerke Pl 1.

(+. Wigr: Exposition d’Art Persan, Le Cuaire 1935, PL. 25,

A Survey of Persian Art, vol V, PL 579, Fig. L.

R. Groosser: Les Civilisations de 'Orient, t. T, Fig. 124,

vr el € LN ol G R Ol 2 e e S
efs A. U. Pore: An Introduction to Persian Art, Fig. 28,

2

Bowl.— White ground decorated with gold lustre. A seated
figure on a densely stippled background of gold flecks. It obviou-
sly has some relation to the piece No. 1 in the collection (Fig. 1),
but it has made less concession to naturalism. On the reverse
cireles and conventionalized branches with the Arabic word "45:.: ;

(blessing) in Kufie.

Iran-(Ha_V}'). IX century

Inv. No. 245 1), 225 e
H. 78 em.

ef. A Suryey of Persian Art. vol. V, PL 570
M. Pézanp: L Céramique Archaique de I'lslam, Pls. 114-117.
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Plate

Fia. 1




3

Bowl.—White ground decorated with gold lustre. The figure
of a duck fitting into the contour of the vessel in a masterly
fashion ; just proportions as well as graceful curving lines : under-
neath illegible inseription (the second part of the word ‘as-\a'?).

[ran, IX-X century
Iny. No. 84 D. 92 em.

H. &7 em.

ef. A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, Pls. 576,577. M. Pézard :
La Céramiqne Archaique de I'Islam, Pls. 114, 122,

4
Cup.—White ground decorated with greenish gold lustre.
In the centre is a lion, its forepaw lifted in the ancient Lastern
gesture of adoration. Four flying birds around the rim stippled
background.
Iran, IX-X century

Inv, No. 38 D. 150 em.
H. 37 em.

Pub.: . Wier : Exposition d’Art Musulman, Musée Avabe, Le Caire,
Février—Mars 1947, No, 59

ef. A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, Pl 578,

A. Burngr: Islamic Pottery, P1. XLL

¢ (W Anll) ) el 3 LY Ol 5 e A8 S5
C_ﬁ—b VAV *
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Plate II




5

Small Jug.—With spout and handle. White ground deco-
rated with brown lustre. On the neck a carelessly drawn motive

like a cross. The following Arabic words in nasthi (cursive
seript) ¢ ‘addly JWN1y 347 (glory and prosperity and peace).

Iran (Rayy ?), XI-XII century

Iny, No. 122 H. 97 cm.

6

Bowl.—Early lustre painted ware ; decorated with a figure of
a deer having a jewelled band around the neck ; stippled back-
ground.

[ran (Rayy ?), X-XI century
Iny. No. 82 D. 133 ‘em.
H. 36 em.

Pub.: G. Wier: Exposition d’Art Musulman, Musée Arabe,
Le Caire, Février-Mars 1947, No. 38.

¢ (s el dndall) 5L ) 3 ASLYl Ol ¢ G AF S

L 8y Ay 2
i il B W) TSl U o 3 2 e A2 S
(1a48Y & ol

ef. R, Grousser: Les Civilisations de I'Orient, t. 1. fig. 124 his.
A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, PL. 578
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Plate II1




7

Bowl.—A figure of a bird, perhaps a peacock, is caught in a
rich background of foliage. The figure is reserved in white ; the
background is covered with brown lustre broken only hy the
spiral foliage, leaves and half-palmettes reserved in white,

[ran (Rayy), XII century

Inv. No. 39 D. 151 cm.

H. 60 em.
Pub. : (. Wier: Exposition d’Art Musulman, Musée Arabe,
Le Caire, Février-Mars 1947, No. 65 et Pl IV,

(L anddl) ) padl KLY Ol 2 G 02 S
o Ly e
efs A Burvey of Persian Art, vol. V, Pls. 634,635,

8

Bowl.—Lustre painted ware ; with radial segments, containing
scrolls and foliage reserved in white or painted in blue and brown
lustre. On the reverse circuler bands of scrolls.

Iran (Rayy), XII-XIII century

Inv. No. 100 D. 150 em.

H. 65 em.
ef. BE. Kitaxen: Sammlung Oskar Skaller, Abb. 43

R. L. Hossox : A Guide to the Islamic Pottery of the Neur East,
Fig. 44,

A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V. L. 648,
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Plate IV

Fia, 7




9

Bowl.—(Giround alternately cream with decorations of green
lustre and green lustre with decoration reserved in cream. A dog
is fighting its way through foliage in a four-sided space. To
energy of line and pose has been added the energy of suggested
movement. The rim and background patterns are composed
of leaves and graceful scrolls, some of which contain bivd figures.

[ran (Rayy), X1I century

lnv. No. 109 D. 2002 em,
H. 840 cm.

Pub.: G. Wisr: Exposition d’Art Musulman, Musée Arabe,
Le Caire, Février-Mars 1947, No. 67.

(1) 3} Yl il 3 LY Ol 1 g AF S
o B reA 2
sl LB W) LYl SV o s e 42 S
vy vre 02 (1aty e ol
ef. A Survey of Persian Art, vol, V., Pls. 634, 635,

10
Bowl.—Lustre painted ware. Background alternately gold
and cream lustred. A figure of a bird in the centre, and a cireular
illegible inscription in cursive script, probably containing the
Arabic words ‘J‘\:—i}”‘&éj’ (happiness, prosperity). On the rim a
Kufic inscription in brown lustre on a cream-coloured background.

[ran (Rayy), XII-XTIT century

Inv., No. 205 [n 185 em.
- H. 74 em,

Pub.: G. Wiwr: xposition 'Art Musulman, Mnsée Arabe,
Le Caire, I'évrier-Mars 1947, No. 51.

() dull) ol ) 33 Y Ot e 32 S
&J{-’J YiA*
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Plate V

Fig. 10



11

Bowl.—Denticulated rim, greenish lustre ground with decora-
tion reserved in white. A graceful peacock canght in back-
oround of foliage, leaves and halfpalinettes.

Iran (Rayy), XII century

Inv. No, 204 D. 162 em.
H., 40 em.

ef. M. Dmaxp: A handbook of Muohammadan Art. (204 ed))
Fig. 114

R. K@&carLiy vnn (G, Miceon: Islamische Kunstwerke, Pl XVIIIL.

Collection de M. J, M. de Teheran. Art Persan (Hotel Drouot,
Paris, mai 1929). No. 31 et Pls. VIL

A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, Pls, 634-635,

12

Plate.—Blue ground decorated with brown lustre. In the
centre a cross-like motive having between the arms a part of a
‘pseudo-Kufic inseription, the four of which form a circle.  On the
_ border a band of tiny plant motives.

Iran (Rayy), XII century

lav. No. 139 D. 26'0 em.
H. 50 cm.
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Flate VI




13

Ewsr.—Ground eream-coloured with decorations of brown
lustre and brown lustre with decoration reserved in cream.
Vertical compartments with a rather dense lacework of foliage.

Iran (Rayy), XII-XIIT century

Inv. No. 47 H. 14:0 em.
ef. A Burvey of Persian Art, vol V, Pl 637 D.

v K0 A Aol ¢ Y el 3 LLYI Ol s e S

14

Lobed Bowl.—Blue ground with black lustre decoration:
(Cartouches containing arabesques and floral motives both inside
and outside.

Iran (Rayy), XII-XIII century
Inv. No. 107 D. 155 em.
H. 95 em.

ef. A Picture Book of Persian Pottery (Victoria and Albert Musenm),
fig 7. A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, P, 650 A,
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Plate VII




15
Pla te.—Cream-coloured ground decorated in brown and gold
lustre or decoration reserved in a gold lustre hackground.
A figure of a bird in the centre, on a floral background. Panels
and compartments of folinge and round tiny leaves.

Tran (Rayy), XII-XTII century

Inv. No. § D, 195 em.
., 60 cm.

16

Human Figure.—Decorated with foliated motives in brown

lustre on a blue background.
Iran (Rayy), XII-XTII century

Inv. No. 286 H. 13 em.

¢f, B K, KrnNeL : Islamische Kleinkunst. Abb. 52.

Ve J52 40 il ¢ PN ) G ALY 0l ¢ e s S5
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Plate VIII




17

Bowl.—Cream-coloured ground decorated in gold lustre
or decoration reserved in Iustre background. Seven roundels
separated by chains of arabesques and eontaining sphinx figures.
A border pattern of debased Kufic lettering. On the reverse
compartments of scrolls in dark red.

[ran (Rayy), XTI-XTII century
Inv. No. 292 . 216 enu

H. 96 em.

~_ef A Survey'of Persian Art, vol. V, PL 6358, The Kelekian
Collection of Perziam and Analocous Potteries, L 26,

18

Bowl.—Cream-coloured ground decorated in  gold and
brown lustre, In the centre a medallion with radiating arms (sun
design). Around the rim triangles ending with a three-lobed leaf
and containing a white cirele with two big superposed gold dots.

Iran (Rayy), XII-XTII century

lov. No. § D. 1835 em.
H., 78 em.
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Plate IX

Fra, 17




19

Bowl.— With broad rim. Cream-coloured ground decorated in
brown and gold lustre. In the centre a medallion containing a
seated figure surrounded by two Persian verses separated by
escutchwm Around the rim a band containing a pseudo-
inscription in cursive. On the reverse a broad band containing
six medallions, each having a leaf design.

[ran (Rayyv or Kashan), XTIT century

Inv. No. 201 D. 2003 en.

H. 96 em.
¢f. G. Migrox : Manuel d’Art Musulman, f. 2, Fig. 34.
A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, PL. 703 B.

20

Bowl.—With broad rim. Cream-coloured ground decorated in
brown and gold lustre or decoration reserved in wold lustre.
A central medallion surrounded by five othgs, ull decorated
with palmettes and floral designs. On the reverse a broad band
of ten medallions, each containing a big leaf design.

Iran (Rayy or Kashan), XIII century

lny. No. 200 1), 245 em.
H. 120 em.
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Plate X




21

Bottle.—Dody divided into irregular compartments. Cream-
coloured ground decorated in gold and hrown lustre. [Four
roundels, each containing a single seated figure of a woman.
Collar and other compartments having & dense lacework of
foliage and round tiny leaves,

Lran (Rayy), XIIT century

Inv. No. 291 M. 295 cm,

ef. ':.'D-L]C‘Lt,l{ﬂ‘.l de M. J. M. de Teheran. Art Persan (Lotel Dronot
P:ulaﬂ ma; 1922) No. 39 et PL IX. E. Kithmel: Islamisehe Kleinkunst
Abh, &,

s 22

Bowl.—Decoration  reserved in brown lustre or brown
lustre decoration on white background. Radiating panels alter-
natively white and brown containing scrolls, palmettes, foliage
.nd Persian verses in Muhagqug seript. A band of inscription,
also in Muhaggag seript runs around the rim.

Iran (Rayy or Kashan), XIII century

Inv. No. 50 [ 2008 en.
H. 87 em.

Pub.:
(AW Rl oYl el 3 ALY O 5 e 08 o
D IR
¢f. The Kelekian Collection of Persinn and Analogons Potteries,

Pl. 75,
v
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Plate XI
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23

Bowl.—(Ground of gold lustre, decoration reserved. A seated
woman figure surrounded by carelessly drawn serolls.

Iran (Rayy), XTI-XTIT century
Inv. No. 44 D, 3 em.

H. 37 cm.

ef. Koperriy vxp  Miskox, Islamische Kunstwerke, PPl XIX.
A Survey of Persian Art, Vol. V, Pl 635 D.

R. Ermscuaavses: BEvidence for the Tdentification of ISashan
Pottery (Ars Islamica, vol. IIT), Fig. 11.

R. L. Hossox : A Guide to the Islamic Pottery of the Near East,
Fig. 47.

H. WarLis : Persian Ceramic Art in the Godman Collection. The
Thirteenth Century Lustred Vases, Pl. VI,

24

Ewer,—DBulbous body standing on a low foot. The body
tapers gradually into a short neck with a wide mouth. On hoth
sides, handles in the form of lions join the neck with the
shoulder. Roundels containing foliage and tiny round leaves.
Decoration reserved in gold and brown lustre. Around the
mouth a Kufic inseription on the inside, .

Iran (Rayy or Kashan), XIII century

Inv. No. 83 D. 107 e
H. 155 em.

of. E. KvnNeL: Islamisehe Kleinkunst, Abb. 60.
H. Grock vxp E. Drez: Die Kunst des Tslam, p. 414,
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Plate XII




25

Small Jug.—Cream-coloured ground decorated in hrown and
oreen lustre. A band of serolls and leaves.

Iran (Rayy), XLII century

[nav. No. 7 D. 63 e
H., 83 em,

26

Bottle.—Cream-coloured ground decorated in brown lustre,
On the body, a band of seven cavaliers separated by chequered
irregularly shaped cypresses. The pattern of the neck shows the
quick excited rush of the fox after the hare. A band of
carelessly drawn foliation on the underbody.

[ran (Rayy), XIII century

L]

Inv. No."6

efi R, Groussur : Les Civilisations de 'Ovient, t. I Fig. 172.
H., Warris : Persian Ceramie Art in the Godman  Caollection,
The Thirteenth Century Lustred Vases, P1, XTTI,

H. 2003 cm.
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Plate XIII




27

Small Jug.—With handle, cream-coloured ground decorated
in brown lustre. Perpendicular compartments, alternately with
foliage and with pseundo-cursive inscription.

Iran (Rayy), XIII eentury

Inv. No. 30 H. 135 em.

28

Bowl.—Decoration reserved in brown lustre background, In
the centre a figure of a bird among foliage and leaves, surrounded
by radiating compartments containing alternately brapches aud
a lattice type of ornmament. On the reverse a pseudo-cursive
inscription and a band of rudimentary floral decoration.

Iran (Sultanabad), XIIT-XIV century

Inv. No. 112 D, 174 cm.
. 75 em.

efe Ho R, Homsox: A Guide to the Islamic Pottery of the Near
East, Pl. XX.

20



Flate X1V




29
Bowl.—Polychrome lustre-painted. Small fishes in red, green
and blue fill the bottom of the bowl. Around the rim, a band
containing carelessly drawn comma-shaped designs. On the

reverse a band of roundels with stylized floral motives; another
bhand contains irregular floral motives.

Iran (Sultanabad), XIV-XV century

Inv. No. 108 D, 185 em.
H, 112 cm.

30

Compartmental Plate. -Sweetmeat dish or plate for a certain
game of draughts.  Cream-coloured ground decorated in brown
lustre. The depressed cups; except the central one, contaiu
cach two confronted bird figures amid serolls ; compact minute
foliage fills the areas between the depressed cups.

Iran, XIII century

Inv. No. 104 I, 3000 en.
H, 1000 em.
cf. A Survey of Persian Art, Vol, V, Pl 644
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Plate XV




31
Pitcher.—The spout like the head of a cock. Decoration
reserved in brown lustre background. A central band of heart-
shaped medallions containing leaves and folinge.  Below the neck
a hand of psendo-Kufic inseription.
[ean (Sultanbad), XITTI-XTV century
Inv. No. 153 H. 292 em.
Pub.
45 gy 2l ¢ Y padl 3L Ol ;e 18 5

32
Bowl.—Blue ground. A big white flower is reserved in the

centre. A band of arabesques on the rim.

Iran (Rayy), XIII century

Inv. No. 289 D, 18 em.
H. 7.5 em.
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Plate XVI




33

Bowl.—White ground decorated in dark brown lustre of
remarkable brilliance ; trees, shrubs and fowers painted in a
sketchy manner.

Tran, (Washan or Isfalian) XVII centary

Inv. No. 132 1. 2573 em.
H. 83 em.

efe M. Disase : Uernmie Avt of the Near Bast, Fie, 122,

A Survey of Persian Art, vol. V, Pls. 705-T98,

R. Koecurix: L'Avt de 'slum. Lo Céramique, Fiv, 58, 60 I e
63, The Kelekian Collection of Perzian and Analogons Porteries, Pls,
N7-00,

34

Vase—White ground decorated in dark blue lustre of
remarkable brilliance.  Shrubs, flowers and folinge.

Lran, (Kashan or Isfahan) X VII century

Inv. No. 28 H. 1073 e
of. R L. Hensox: A Guide to the Islumie Pottery of the Near
East. Tigures 75-80,
A Survey of Persian Art. vol, V, Pls. T93-798.
R. Koecnris : L’Art de Flslam. La Céramique, Fig. 58, 60 I ef

fi3. The Kelekian Collection of Persian and Analogous Potteries,
I’ls, 87-90,
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Plate XVII




35

Bowl.— White ground decorated in yellow and dark brown
lustre of remarkable brilliance. Shrubs, houquets and foliage
painted in a sketely manner.

Iran (Kashan or Isfahan), XVI1I century

Inv. No. 340 L 118 en,
H, &7 em.
¢f. A Burvey of Persian Art, vol V, Pls. 795-798.

R. Keenun: Llart de PIslam. La Céramique, IMig, 58, 60 I et 6.
The Kelekian Collection of Persian and Analogous Potteries, P, 78-90,

36

Bowl.—White ground, decorated in dark brown lustre of
remarkable brilliance, Rotating Hower and plant motive.

Iran (Kashan or Isfahan), X VII century

Inv. No. 203 I, 2008 em.
H, 50 em.
Pub. :
(A Zadall) ool 2l 3 AN gl ;s a2 S
3 iy L

3 s vry e
¢fe A Survey of Persian Art, vol V, pls. 795-798,
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Plate XVI]




