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XIX.

ON THE COINAGE OF THE DYNASTIES CALLED
THE BENEE-TOOLOON AND TIIE IKHSUEEDEE-
YEH, RULING IN EGYPT.

In the examination of some Oriental coins acquired this
year by the Museum, I had the good fortune to discover
that one of them, a deenar, bore the name of a sovereign
of the Benee-Tooloon, of whose money no example had
been previously known to numismatists. Coins of another
prince of the same family had been found, and our collec-
tion contained one classed under his name, In both cases
the deenars, for that last mentioned was also a deenar, bore
the name of the contemporary Abbésee Khaleefeh of
Baghdfid, with that of the Tooloonite in a subordinate
position, and it was therefore not unlikely that some other
coins of the same class might be found in the Musenm and
elsewhere classed to the Khaleefehs, And it must be
borne in mind, that the absence of vowels and diacritical
points renders the reading of the inscriptions on this Cufic
money so difficult, that a practised Oriental numismatist
may often be unable to read a word unless he knows what
to expect. My discovery induced me to examine carefully
all the coins to which I had access that might bear the
names of princes of the Benee-Tooloon family, that is,
those of the contemporary Abbfisce Khaleefehs, and the
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result was highly satisfactory. I was able te separate in
our collection eleven coins, all deenars, struck by three
kings. Encouraged by this success, I persevered in my
examination, and discovered five deenars of three kings
of another family, which reigned not long after, that
of the Ikhsheedeeyeh. Of one sovereign alone of those
above-mentioned, of the Benee-Tooloon, and of two of
the Ikhsheedeeyeh, were coins known to numismatists,
Lhose three being represented in the series which was
the result of my search, and thus that search has made us
acquainted with the coinage of three princes heretofore
unrepresented in our collections. An inguiry so satisfac-
torily commenced leaves us no reow to doubt, that we shall
ultimately possess money of every prince of the two dynas-
ties above mentioned, except those whose reigns were of
such short duration, and so taken up by the struggle for
power, that we cannot suppose them to have issued a
coinage. Before leaving this part of the subject I am un-
willing to omit saying how much I have been indebied to
my colleagne, Mr. Vaux, for his kind assistance in inqui-
ries of this vature, and in this one in particular, and how
greatly I value the readiness with which he has aided me
in a province which his extensive knowledge of Eastern
subjects has made peculiarly his own.

The history of the East during the rule of the two short
dynasties whose coins we have to consider being but little
known, I make no apology for briefly noticing it. It was
ny original intention to have treated of these dynasties more
fully, and, in particular, to have added as complete a chro-
nological table as I could construct; but an examination of
the materials convinced me, that in doing this I should
render this paper too long for the Numismatic Chronicle,
since ils subject is not generally interesting, and I have
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therefore determined to confine myself to a few main
particulars.! '

After Egypt had been conquered by the Muslims it was
governed by viceroys, appointed by the Ummawee and
Abbisee Khaleefehs, for more than two hundred years,
until a viceroy, Ahmad, the son of Tooloon, a Turk by
nation, rendered himself independent. The weakness of
the Arabian empire, the power which the rich provinces
under his rule conferred upon him, and his influence with
his own fellow countrymen, who were a highly important
body in the state, all contributed to the success of measures
taken perhaps as much {rom necessity as from ambition.
The central government was in the hands of Turkish
emeers, the chiefs of a turbulent soldiery, in whose hands
the Khaleefehs were generally puppets, maintained on
sufferance, because of their supposed authority in spiritual
matters. Whenever a Khaleefeh had the courage or the te-
merity to endeavour to regain the power of his ancestors, the
result was war or intrigue so destructive as to threaten the
ruin of the empire. We cannot, therefore, wonder, that the
great fabric composed (like the image that Nebuchad-
nezzar saw) of so many and such various materials, began
to grow weak, and to manifest signs of dismemberment.
One by one the governors of provinces threw off their
allegiance in temporal affairs, and founded dynasties of
various power and duration,

Tooloon, the father of Ahmad, was a Turkish slave of
the Khaleefeh El-Ma-moon, and filled important offices.

! The Khitat of El-Makreezee, and the works of Abu-1-Fida,
Es-Suyootee, El-Is-hékee, El-Mekeen, and others, contain much
important matter vespecting the Denee-Tooloon and the Ikhshee-
deevch.
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His son, after having held other places with credit, was
appointed, in the year 868, to the government of Egypt
and Syria, by the Khaleefeh El-Moatezz billih, By de-
grees he threw off his allegiance to his sovereign in tem-
poral affairs, though he did not cease to cause him to he
prayed for in the mosques, and to be mentioned as Prince
of the Faithful upon the coins. In doing this he avoided
wounding the feelings of the people, by repudiating the
religious authority of the descendant and successor of
Mohammad. with whom also future accommodation was
not impossible, For seventeen years he continued to rule
Egypt and Syria with great wisdom and vigour, and when
“ he was visited by the terminator of delights and separator
of companions,” he left to his son Khumiraweyh a king-
dom bounded on the West by Barca (for he had made
conquests in Northern Africa), and on the East by the
Euphrates. 'The historians of Egypt relate many things
of his magnificence, and tell us that he founded a new
capital, and adorned it witk splendid buildings. It was
named El-Katig’, and was situate near El-Fustit, the
first Arab metropolis of Egypt. Its extent was never great,
and it was rather remarkable for the edifices which it con-
tained. The chief mosque yet remains in the southern part
of Cairo, which now partly occupies the site of this earlier
capital, and is kunown as the mosque of Ibn Tooloon,
This great building is interesting, both as being the largest
in extent of the mosques in Cairo, and on account of its
architectare. The minaret has a spiral staircase winding
around it instead of wilhin it, and was surmounted by a
boat, in which grain was put to feed the birds. This boat
fell a few years ago while I was residing in Cairo, and was
neither put up again, nor was another substituted in its
place. Around each side of the court is a colonnade sup-
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porting horse-shoe arches, which are thus shewn to have
been known in the East as early as the latter part of the
ninth century of our era. Formerly there was a college
with professorships of varicus sciences attached to this
mosque, but this has come to an end, doubtless owing to
the misappropriation of funds, and the mosque itself is In
a disgraceful state of neglect and dilapidation,

K huméraweyh, the son of Ahmad, although he came to
the throne before he had atfained to mauhood, governed
the kingdom with a strength and ability not unworthy of
his father, At his accession, El-Moatemid was Khaleefeh,
and had as his colleague El-Muwaflik, his brother. The
Khaleefeh being an indolent prince, and El-Muwaflk both
warlike and ambitious, the latter gained almost everything
excepting the title and spiritual authority of the Khaleefeh.
The natural result of this state of things was great jealousy
and mistrust, of which Khumiraweyh skilfully vailed
himself, and thus, and by vigorous military measures,
resisted every altempt at subjugation. With the next
Khaleefeh, El-Moatadid, he made a treaty, engaging to
pay an annual tribute and acknowledging Ins authorily.
T'o render the alliance firmer, a marriage was negociated,
and Katr-en-neda, the danghter of Khuméraweyh, went to
Baghdid to become the bride of the Khaleefeh. Not long
after this Khuméraweyh was assassinated, having reigned
more than twelve years. DMany things are related by the
historians of his magnificence and luxury, which prave the
richness of his kingdom, and the judgment with which he
availed himself of its resources.

The son of Khumiraweyh, called Jeysh Abu-l-Asékir,
while yet a child succeeded him, but was soon assassinated,
and his brother Haroon, also but a child, set up in his stead.
After a disastrous reign of nine years, this king was de-
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feated by an invading army sent by the Khaleefeh El-
Mukiefee l'illah, and slain by a relation, who, in turn, was
taken prisoner by the troops of the Khaleefeh after ruling
but a few days. With him the dynasty of the Benece-
Tooloon came to an end, having fallen rather on account of
the extreme youth of two of its later princes, than by the
power of the Khaleefeh, Had it been otherwise, it would
not have been so soon followed by another dynasty of inde-
pendent princes.

Thirty years had scarcely passed when Mohammad El-
Ikhsheed, the son of Taghaj, was appointed governor of
Egypt by the Khaleefeh, Er-Ridee billih, and soon render-
ing himself independent, founded the dynasty of the
Iksheedeeyeh. His father, Taghaj, was a Turkish emeer,
who governed Damascus for Khumiraweyh, and deposed
Jeysh, his son, The Khaleefeh being too weak to resist,
not only acknowledged Mohammad, but permitted him to
add Syria to his kingdom, After a stormy reign of eleven
years, in which he had some difficulty in maintaining his
power against the potent princes of Hamadan, who sup-
ported Radee’s successor, the Khaleefeh El-Muttekee
rillih, this king died in Syria, leaving his kingdom to
Abu-l-K4sim, his son., He was but a child at his father’s
death, and the whole weight of the government fell upon
Kifoor El-lIkhsheedee, a black eunuch of his father, who
is one of the many instances which history affords us of
the bravery and fidelity of negro slaves. He was named
Kifoor (that is Camphor) because of his extreme black-
ness, and purchased for a trifing sum of money. Abu-l
-Kisim, having reigned fourteen years, died, and was suc-
ceeded by his brother *Alee, who ruled for five years under
the regency of Kifoor. Upon s death Kaifoor became
sole king, and was recognised by the Khaleefeh. After
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having reigned two years, he died, and was buried, like
all the preceding princes of the same dynasty, at Jeru-
galem. Kaifoor was virtually king from the death of Mo-
hammad, and ruled with an energy and wisdom which
supported his authority against the numerous enemies who
assailed the kingdom. He defeated Seyf-ed-dowleh, the
prince of Hamadén, but afterwards succoured him against
the Greek emperor Nicephorus, whose forces he caused to
retire. He also defeated the Nubians, and repulsed every
attempt of the Fitimee Khaleefeh of Africa to gain pos-
session of Egypt. He is recorded to have been an en-
lightened prince, and a great patron of learning. The
Arab poet, El-Mutanebhee, celebrates these qualities in his
verses. Kdéfoor was succeeded by a child of the Ikhshee-
dee family, who was dethroned, and his dynasty brought
to an end, by El-Mo’ezz, the Fitimee Khaleefeh, in the
year 969 of our era.
I subjoin a list of the coins of the two dynasties.

DyYNASTY OF THE BENEE-TOOLOON.

1. AZkmad Ibn Tooloon.
1. Obv.—Area:
:t.‘-HUL-. ‘_K,ld". &) r....@,fh 35:.5..-..: &5 Y Y

(There ia no deity but God, the one, with him
is no associate.—El-Mutawekkil ‘ala-114h).

Inner circle:
umhjumjwmjmﬁdﬁ.mufdmru

(In the name of God, this deendr was struck at
Misr in the year [of t.hel?‘hght] 266).

Margin :
(To God [belongeth] the guvemment in the past

a.mi for the future : then shall the faithful rejoice
in divine victory).
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ey, —~—Area :

s o e dﬂ"nu\.z Sodnoll il Jgo) Seouzw 4l
{(To God—Mohammad is the apostle of God—
El-Moatemid 'ala-llah—Ahmad Iba Tooloon.)

Margin :
& oot e vgd Gadlonty 5odl degt Sy Socen
S Al 355
(Mohnmmad is the apostle of God, whom he sent
with direction and the true religion, that he should
extol it over avery religion, though the associators
be anwilling.)

It is to be observed, that the oceurrence of the name of a
preceding Khaleefeh, El-Mutawekkil, may be explained by
his having beeu the father of El-Moatemid, the reigning
Khalecfeh. On others the pame of El-Moatemid’s brother
and coadjutor, El-Muwaffik billah, occurs in the same part
of the inscription. (See Marsden’s Numismata Orientalia,
pp. 60, 61).

The city here called Misr is El-Fustit, which was
founded at the Arab conquest of Egypt. The name Misr
wasg applied to every one of the great capitals of Egypt by
the Arabs excepting Alexandria, Memphis is so called in
the Kur-4n, Egyptian Babylon, a strong place on the
opposite side of the river, where the governor of Egypt
resided at the time of the Muslim invasion, is called by the
same name in the narratives of that expedition, The name
wag next transferred to El-Fustaf, which retained it until it
was supplanted by El-Kihireh (that is, Cairo) which was
founded at the downfall of the Ikhsheedee dynasty by
Jiéhar, the general who subdued the country, and still bears
the name of Misr. There were two other capitals or seats
of government, El-’Askar, which was founded by the
general who redoced Egypt to the Abbdsee Khaleefeh, on
the overthrow of the preceding family, the Unmawee, and

YOL, XVII, 3
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El-Kat&€, built by Ahmad Ibn Tooloon; but neither of
these, though in the immediate neighbourhood of the older
capital, El-Fustit, rose to sullicient importance to receive
the name of BNisr. In the present day a modern town
stands on the site of El-Fustit, a little south of Cairo, and
is called Misr el-Ateekeh or Old Misr, which has been
erroneously translated Old Cairo. Misr (vulgarly pro-
nounced Masr) is the common appellation of Egypt, as
well as of its capital, in Arabic.

In describing the remaining coins, I shall only specify
wherein they differ from that described above.

2. Obv.—~Mint, Misr; date, 267,
3. Obyv.—Mint, Misr; date, 267.
4. Obv.—Mint, Misr ; date, 207.

2. Khumardweyh Iin Ahmad.
1. Obv.—Mint, Mier: date 273,
Rev.— Usual inscription—
das) Lo oagslas
(Khuméraweyh Ibn Ahmad )
2. Obv.—Mint, ... .? date, 273.
3. Obv.—Mint, Dimeshk (Damascus); date, 277.
4. Olv.~—Adrea:

VELEPS FRESRI DI
(Name of El-Mutawekkil omitted.)

Inner cirele: Mint, Misr; date, 282.
Rev.—Uenal inseription—

das o ﬁﬁﬂhﬁ- .ﬂdh AVEFEIN
(El-Moatadid billsh Khuméraweyh Ibn Ahmad).

4. Haroon IThn Khumdraweyh.
1. Obe.—DMint, Masr; date, 284,
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Rev.—Usual inscription—
(El-Moatadid billah Haroon Ibn Khuméraweyh.)
Obv.—Mint, Misr; date, 288.
Obv.—Mint, Misr ; date, 291.
Rev.—~Area: Usual inscription—

(El-Muktefee billah Haroon Ibn Khumaraweyh.)

DYNASTY OF THE IKHSHEEDEEYEH.
1. Mohammad el-1khsheed.

. Obv.—Usnual inscription—

greeyell el () gy
(Aboo Mansoor, son of the Prince of the Faithful.)
Inner circle: Mint, . . .. ? date, 333.
Rev.—Usual inscription —
st Y1 el il
(El-Muttekee lilldh—El-Ikhshecd.)
Obv.—Mint, . . . . ? date, 33z.

2, Abu-l-Kdsim Ibn El-Ikhsheed.

. Obv.—Area : Usual inscription—

(Abu-1-Késim Ibn El-Ikhsheed.)
Inner circle: Mint, . . .. ? date, 337.
Reyv—Area :
5 posloall aple il o a1} Jyos, S al

(To God—Mohammad is the apostle of God, may
God favour him—El-Mutteea lillah.)

Obv.—Mint, . . . . ? date, 337.
Obv.—Mint, . . . . ? date, 345.
Rev.—Area:

) gabell Aol ple ) Lo A} Sy, dasne dl
(To God—Mohammad is the apostle of God—May
God favour and preserve him — El-Mutteea

lillah.
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3. ’Alee Ibn El-Ikhsheed.

1. Obv,—drea: Usual inscriplion—
arda e e
("Alee Ibn el-Ikhsheed.)
Tnner cirele : Mint, Misr ; date, 3563.
Rev—Area : The same as the last,
R. STUART PoOOLE.
DBritish Museum, July, 1854.




